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SHIRLEY

Forming from a disturbance caused by an upper-level
circulation in the mid-Pacific trough, the first signs of
Shirley’s surface inducement came from the HAWAII BEAR on
the llth, which confirmed the existence of a circulation
300 n mi southwest of Marcus Island. Aircraft reconnais-
sance early on the 13th revealed the status of the system
as a tropical storm with 55-kt winds and placed Shirley
some 250 n mi southeast of Iwo Jima (Figure 5-33).

Situated in a weakness area in the subtropical ridge,
the storm remained quasi-stationary for 12 hours before she
shifted to a northerly course at 5 kt and acquired typhoon
strength during the evening of the 13th.

Continuing on a northerly course along the western
periphery of a high cell centered south of Ocean Station
Victor, Shirley’s forward movement gradually increased to
15 kt over the next four days (Figure 5-34). Maximum winds
during her lifetime reached 90 kt on the 16th at a position
400 miles east-southeast of Tokyo.

As the westerlies began to take hold, she shifted course
toward the northeast accelerating to 40 kt but retaining
her intensity. Late on the 17th, Shirley transformed to
extratropical characteristics east of Hokkaido.

Invaluable service was furnished by the Norweigen ship
BONNEVILLE which responded to Fleet Weather Central Guamls
request for three-hourly ship reports during the uncertain
forecast period from the 12th to the 14th. Peak winds of
42 kt were experienced by the BONNEVILLE early in the
morning of the 12th.
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FIGURE5-33, SHIRLEYAS A RECENTLY-DEVELOPEDSTORMBHWEEN

MARCUSAND IWOJIMAON 12 AUGUST. TROPICALSYSTEMSEENON

WESTERNPORTIONOF ESSA-9ISNPHOONROSE,

FIGURE5-34, ESSA-9SATELLITEVIEWOF TYPHOONSHIRLEYLOCATED

EASTOF CHI CHI JIMA ISLANDON 15 AUGUST,
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